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Hudson Cook Enforcement Alert: DOJ Settles Case with Used
Car Retailer over Alleged SCRA Violations

February 25th, 2026 | and Kristen Yarows

HIGHLIGHTS:

The U.S. Department of Justice announced a settlement with the nation’s largest used car retailer

(the “Company”) over allegations that the Company’s policies and procedures resulted in

violations of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (“SCRA”).

The settlement agreement requires the Company to pay at least $420,000 in damages to impacted

servicemembers, pay a $79,380 penalty, submit credit trade line deletion requests on behalf of

the impacted servicemembers, and re-write its SCRA policies and procedures.

CASE SUMMARY:

On February 23, 2026, the DOJ reached a settlement with the nation’s largest used car retailer over
allegations that the Company violated the SCRA by repossessing vehicles of servicemembers
without court orders. The DOJ alleged that the Company repossessed at least twenty-eight vehicles
owned by servicemembers in violation of the SCRA.

Specifically, the DOJ alleged that the majority of these violations occurred as a result of the
Company’s policies. The DOJ alleged that the policies did not require the Company to search the
Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) website to determine an owner’s military status prior to
repossessing a vehicle that was in charge-off status. The DOJ also alleged that the policies did not
prohibit the Company from repossessing vehicles owned by certain military reserve members who
had received orders to report for military service at a future date. The DOJ also alleged that the
Company repossessed some vehicles after consumers informed the Company that they were
servicemembers.

While the Company did not admit fault, it agreed to pay at least $420,000 in damages to impacted
servicemembers and a civil penalty of $79,380 to the United States. The settlement agreement also
requires the Company to submit improved SCRA policies and procedures and training materials to
the DOJ for its review and approval. The settlement agreement also requires the Company to
submit credit trade line deletion requests to the credit bureaus on behalf of the impacted
servicemembers.

RESOURCES:
You can review all of the relevant court filings and press releases at the DOJ’s News Page.

Press Release

https://www.hudsoncook.us/
https://www.hudsoncook.us/attorney/kristen-yarows/
https://www.justice.gov/news
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/carmax-pay-nearly-500000-remedy-illegal-repossessions-us-servicemembers-vehicles
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Settlement Agreement

Enforcement Alerts by Hudson Cook, LLP, written by the attorneys in the firm’s Government
Investigations, Examinations and Enforcement and Litigation practice groups, are provided to keep
you informed of federal and state government enforcement actions and related actions that may
affect your business. Please contact our attorneys if you have any questions regarding this Alert.
You may also view articles, register for an upcoming CFS Bites monthly webinar or request a past
webinar recording on our website.

https://www.justice.gov/crt/media/1428526/dl
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDRTKfxZRW9hIspUDjMwG-2FGiL9N8RymKeK4jpGUkjqXr-2F816EQ6xVEqr7K-2FHZ0QSuWRrnMcOe8LgZ-2BB8-2B1Ohd7Ndma-2BFDieMnrPEYf2-2BL2ufYQ-3D-3DgKND_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6-2Bz3YFqnNNvq6G68YeQjxZuJX2ooPw2qtbSn2S2O3McGOZ4D-2BCazhDW8GTseiLz6RJ0CzPAe7kwwuIhXW5NvDiyNDNS579zOnM2yB6pLavlIURTPiLQymXj-2F8kI8Gd5TFoi4ekhiXTblhnpXDUGN8gQoBl7V5ZLXu3hxQNLfLPi-2BYj9M-2FMPfW6xrw-2FKIGx6Fa
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDRTKfxZRW9hIspUDjMwG-2FGiL9N8RymKeK4jpGUkjqXr-2F816EQ6xVEqr7K-2FHZ0QSuWRrnMcOe8LgZ-2BB8-2B1Ohd7Ndma-2BFDieMnrPEYf2-2BL2ufYQ-3D-3DgKND_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6-2Bz3YFqnNNvq6G68YeQjxZuJX2ooPw2qtbSn2S2O3McGOZ4D-2BCazhDW8GTseiLz6RJ0CzPAe7kwwuIhXW5NvDiyNDNS579zOnM2yB6pLavlIURTPiLQymXj-2F8kI8Gd5TFoi4ekhiXTblhnpXDUGN8gQoBl7V5ZLXu3hxQNLfLPi-2BYj9M-2FMPfW6xrw-2FKIGx6Fa
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDRwxUnqdj83ihnEojbdsXpz09Cd9sU5AYOgjS4I3KSSuICiebss-2Fs0NJDvhAVKP1C4-3DWAai_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6kzch2rCg-2BJRDJs9k-2F3OUhjstQZHPOAbD4jRWulE8Wv4Np8aoqag3J0cX95a6Way22d6MGREGssIL4-2FsbVH1o93nImOuq1PZE-2Bc3U88Gn9s-2BEZrTP6gkzelAJLlRG-2FXPOVLlO4Spo09KBmMGyg25z48PGK4sQuWU37qgKj5Ug00wXkhxbEjUqVO25cfJq4ckB
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDQuaPdHbMxsdrHP-2BUVxqipyKyaw_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6RC4YdhSd2XSsBvgC4aJqaBNPC-2Fy18eJBp-2B39XmzdGvQv0AWPoaVIKTlaflT8qUTYjUJ4HSp6d-2BiarrPRcWOUCESDOKfbsq9IL7Efu1lpX0wbspX8lUKje9N9HJc2WYsR9pxM3Pz68reVND6IyDLwF6of6NqBDxZFhaTxSxJWpZ2Rsom1orcoC47h-2B-2B8Ukumc
https://www.hudsoncook.com/events/2026-consumer-financial-services-bites-of-the-month-webinar-series/
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDSTkeC-2B9rKeH4ctwc2FopM0C9k-2F2sFa02k56k-2Bp8c2zXw-3D-3Dz_C6_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6qs37z9VWugB1hi7z322s2vb2PfeshBKC6h7ZfFeE7NSx9afplgFjkjf9Gy8p-2Bu3J8IJqBo24DOJ8ftcG1qSc4ybzMVPnK-2BDSSORp8G2LLKdElbVIYE4QFr3aewrsbTf4mG4zgQBHUFZwyDLSXcvoJa-2ByG-2FvWltKGOCR9cxk5Eymt3BT9qof7DDTAK7ntKY4g
http://url82.hudco.com/ls/click?upn=dtOuQ5NoBzaEHOtj9jMv8O0HJXYgn0pfjgmUrHUGJDSTkeC-2B9rKeH4ctwc2FopM0C9k-2F2sFa02k56k-2Bp8c2zXw-3D-3Dz_C6_F9QJzzSe-2BzCO4kiTJnC-2FUBqWyoTbNjDefAkf0huJuq9xnFTPEIoVZ7fyee-2FctwK6qs37z9VWugB1hi7z322s2vb2PfeshBKC6h7ZfFeE7NSx9afplgFjkjf9Gy8p-2Bu3J8IJqBo24DOJ8ftcG1qSc4ybzMVPnK-2BDSSORp8G2LLKdElbVIYE4QFr3aewrsbTf4mG4zgQBHUFZwyDLSXcvoJa-2ByG-2FvWltKGOCR9cxk5Eymt3BT9qof7DDTAK7ntKY4g
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